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Media Transitions and Cultural Debates in Arab Societies:
Transhistorical Perspectives on the Impact of Communication
Technologies

CONFERENCE

Digital technologies have affected literature and culture, their authors and audiences. So has the transition from oral
to script culture - many centuries ago. The AGYA conference explores the impact of ‘new media’ on modes of
cultural expression and debate cultures in Arab societies.

The conference is organized by the AGYA Members Barbara Winckler (Junior Professor for Modern Arabic

Literature, University of Miinster), Carola Richter (Professor for Inter-national Communication, Freie Universitat
Berlin) and Bilal Orfali Associate Profeesor for Arabic Studies, American University of Beirut), in cooperation with
Teresa Pepe (Associate Professor at the Institute for Culture Studies and Oriental Languages, University of Oslo).

In the last decades, the Arab world has witnessed the emergence and broad diffusion of 'new' media, most
prominently the Internet. The opportunities provided by these new communication technologies have not only
inspired and empowered a younger generation for political dissent, but have also fostered the emergence of new
modes of cultural expression, literary styles and genres as well as new layers of readers and writers.


http://agya.info/

s 1edia, however, is not the first ‘new media’ to appear in the Arab world. The adoption of Internet
@]qug@ﬁﬁgf%ﬁ%g@ﬁgﬁwg the transition from oral to script culture that took place in the 9th
Cunean y, the spread of print technologies after several centuries of a flourishing manuscript culture in the 19th

century, or the emergence of audio-visual media (radio, TV, photography, film) in the 20th century. The
transhistorical perspective has proven useful in the field of media studies in general, but requires further exploration
with specifics to the Arab region.

With regard to different media at different historical moments (9th - 21st century), the conference aims at exploring
how the emergence and diffusion of ‘new media’ or communication technologies in Arab societies have affected the
(conditions of) literary and cultural production, distribution, and reception and how cultural debates are shaped by
the use of different media. The conference will involve scholars of various disciplines specialized in different time
periods and practitioners in the cultural field. It seeks to provide an interdisciplinary, transhistorical perspective and
to reach out to a wider public beyond the academic sphere.

For further inquiries, please contact: mediatransitions[at]agya.info
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DATE AND VENUE OF THE PROJECT

24 - 26 November 2017
Beit Al-Hikma, The Tunisian Academy of Sciences, Letters and Arts, Tunis, Tunisia

Collage by Tasnim Baghdadi, Photos by Oussema Naffeti and Carola Richter for AGYA
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http://agya.info/fileadmin/user_upload/Upcoming_Events/Tunisia__Program_19_11_2017.pdf
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